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SUMMER PROGRAM PROVIDES TEACHERS WITH MASTER’S DEGREE 
MISSOULA -
An innovative summer graduate program at The University of Montana encourages 
master teachers in arts and humanities to get in touch with their creative pulses.
Over the course of two summers, the educators enroll in 10 one-week classes through 
"The Creative Pulse,” a program designed to strengthen teaching and learning in the 
classroom. During the school year, teachers continue work on the degree involving real-life 
projects with their classrooms back home. All summer courses are available to educators for 
teacher recertification credit without enrolling in the full 10-week master’s program.
The program opens with a week-long study of “A Sense of Place in Teaching and 
Learning.” Randy Bolton, course instructor and project director, said the concept of 
“grounding” enhances a student’s ability to focus on learning.
“Grounding is that sticking point -  whether it be home, community or classroom - that 
determines the ease at which we learn or don’t learn,” Bolton said. “By making teachers aware 
of basic ideas and principles, they can alter space and lighting to effect great change in the 
receptivity to learning a child might have.”
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Another course studies multiple intelligences -  a means of reaching students’ many 
ways of processing information. The theory of multiple intelligences has taken the field of 
education by storm. The two newest intelligences -  naturalist and spiritual -  will be offered as 
a course for educators this summer. Teachers in the class will study these intelligences’ 
connection to teaching and learning, especially regarding self-development and self-perception.
Other Creative Pulse workshops include Media Arts Production in the Schools,
Creative Writing, West African Drumming and Acting for the Theater.
Creative Pulse runs June 19-July 23. Call (406) 243-4970 for registration or further 
information or visit www.sfa.umt.edu/summer.
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